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DETAILED ACTION 

Request for Continued Examination 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
7/6/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant have presented arguments over the 35 USC 103 rejection that the 
Goodman & Gilman reference does not teach or address treatment of generalized 
anxiety disorder and that Goodman & Gilman's teaches only specific antidepressants for 
specific types of anxiety. 

In response to the above arguments, it is once again noted that Goodman & 
Gilman's specifically states that antidepressants are leading choices in the treatment of 
severe anxiety disorders including generalized anxiety disorder in addition to other 
types of anxiety disorders. Goodman & Gilman's highlights a few specific types of 
anxiety that are treatable by certain antidepressants but this does not undermine the 
teachings of Goodman & Gilman's that antidepressants are the leading choice in the 
treatment of anxiety. 

Due to Applicants amendments to the claims, please see the new grounds of 
rejection below. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 23 and 71-72 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Greenlee et al. (US PgPub 2003/0139395) in view of Suzuki et al. (US Patent 
5,543,415) and Goodman & Gilman's: The Pharmacological Basis for Therapeutics, 
Tenth Edition, 2001 , page 469. 

Greenlee et al. teach that compounds with adenosine A 2a receptor antagonist 
activity are useful in treating anxiety-related disorders in combination with 
antidepressants or anxiolytic agents (paragraph 0008). Examples of anxiety-related 
orders include generalized anxiety disorder (paragraph 0008). Common anxiolytic 
agents that can be administered with the adenosine A 2a receptor antagonist are listed in 
paragraph 0198 and include agents that do not have action at the adenosine A 2a 
receptor. 

Greenlee does not teach (E)-8-(3,4-dimethoxystyryl)-1,3-diethyl-7-methylxanthine 
as the adenosine A 2a receptor antagonist. 

Suzuki et al. teach antidepressant compositions containing a xanthine derivative 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, with the xanthine derivative being 
represented by Formula I (Col. 2, lines 1-41). In particular, Compound 74 overlaps with 
present claims 21 and 23 (see Table 1 and Reference Example 71). Test Example 1 
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shows the effectiveness of the compounds of Formula I (including Compound 74) in an 
animal model of depression. The xanthine derivatives are known for their adenosine 
antagonistic action (Col.1, lines 29-49). 

Goodman & Gilman's teaches that antidepressants are leading choices in the 
treatment of severe anxiety disorders, including generalized anxiety disorder, social 
phobia and obsessive-compulsive disorder and including the common comorbidity of 
anxiety in depressive illness (page 469). 

Accordingly, one would be motivated to combine the teachings of Greenlee et al. 
which teach the treatment of anxiety disorders, such as generalized anxiety disorder, 
with adenosine A 2a receptor antagonists with Suzuki et al., which teach that compounds 
such as (E)-3-(3,4-dimethoxystyryl)-1,3-diethyl-7-methylxanthine) are antidepressants 
and the teachings of Goodman & Gilman's which teach that antidepressants are the 
leading choice in the treatment of severe anxiety disorders. Because Greenlee 
teaches that adenosine A 2a receptor antagonists are an effective treatment option for 
anxiety and Suzuki teaches that (E)-3-(3,4-dimethoxystyryl)-1 ,3-diethyl-7- 
methylxanthine) is a A 2a receptor antagonist that is an antidepressant and Goodman & 
Gilman's teaches that antidepressants are the leading choice for treating severe 
anxiety, one would be motivated to use the (E)-3-(3,4-dimethoxystyryl)-1 ,3-diethyl-7- 
methylxanthine) which is known as an anti-depressant, to treat anxiety. 



Conclusion 

No claims are allowed. 



Application/Control Number: 10/553,250 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1617 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Renee Claytor whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
8394. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sreeni Padmanabhan can be reached on 571-272-0629. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Renee Claytor 

/SREENI PADMANABHAN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1617 



